High Frequency Word Activities

Work with no more than five – ten high frequency words at a time.  If ten unknown words are too many for your student to try to learn at once, work with whatever combination of known/unknown words is appropriate for your student to equal ten words.  Once your student has demonstrated that they know the high frequency words, e.g. is able to read it 8 – 10 days in a row within 3-5 seconds, place that word in a ‘known’ pile.  However, periodically review these ‘known’ words by playing one of the following activities:

1. Identifying/reading activities:  The following four activities are listed from the easiest to most difficult skills:

· Hold one set of cards so that your student cannot see them.  Ask, “What sound do you hear in the beginning of the word ____?”

· Lay one set of cards face up on the table.  Show one card from the second set and say, “Find   (sight word)__________.”
· With one set of ten cards face up on the table, say “Find the word ____.”

· Flash one set of cards and ask your student to read the word.

NOTE:  The following activities are good for reviewing ‘known’ words:

2. Memory Game – Lay both sets of cards face down on the table and take turns finding the matches.  (Each player reads each card as they turn it over.)

3. Matching Activity – Lay both sets of cards face up on the table.  The student matches the cards and reads the matches aloud.

4. Bingo – Create a nine-square (or sixteen-square) bingo board.  Write nine (or sixteen) words on the board.  Read aloud the word for the student to identify on their board.  When the student gets bingo, have the student read aloud the words for a check.  This activity incorporates two skills: the identification and the reading of the word.

5. Play I Spy.   Place 5 or 6 cards face up on the table.  Give word clues to help students find the word you are describing.  Example:

I Spy a word that begins/ends with… give letter name or letter sound


I spy a word that rhymes with___, is the opposite of___, means ___
