Phonological Awareness Word Games

Phonological Awareness is essential for success in reading.  Phonological Awareness activities can involve work with rhymes, words, sentences, syllables, and phonemes (individual sound unit).  Some children need more practice with these skills than others do.  Below you will find several games to help your child develop these skills.  These games are oral language games that can be played anywhere e.g. while waiting at the doctor’s, dentist, restaurant or driving in the car.  

Rhyme Recognition

Listen to these words.   Sky/pie they rhyme. Sky/rug they do not rhyme.  Say: sky/my.  Then say tell me if they rhyme.

Rhyme Production

I will say a word.  You tell me a word that rhymes with it.

(nonsense words are acceptable) Boat rhymes with ________.

Syllable Count 

I will say a word.  Clap for each chunk/part you hear. How many chunks/parts did you clap?  (“Chunking” is a term used for decoding)

Sounds in Isolation – Initial Sounds

I will say a word. Tell me the beginning sound in that word.

Practice lesson: Marie begins with the /m/ sound.  Michael does your name begin with the/m/ sound?  Alex does your name begin with the /m/ sound?  What are some words that begin with the /m/ sound?

Sounds in Isolation – Final Sounds

I will say a word.  Tell me the end sound in that word.

Practice Lesson: same as above lesson but with end sound using names.  Michael your name ends with the /l/ sound.  Zack does your name end with the /l/ sound?

Phoneme Blending

I will say a word slowly, c-a-t, or b-u-tt-er,  or p-a-tch,  or 

d-ea-d.  Tell me the word I said.

Phoneme Segmentation

Listen to this word then tell me all the sounds in that word. 

Practice Lesson: Map-----/m//a//p/are the sounds in the word map.  Now you try it.  Tell me the sounds in me (m-e).

Odd One Out – Initial Sounds

I will say three words.  Tell me the word that does not begin with the /b/ sound.  Bear, bat, king

